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Professional Cards

M. N. ARMSTRONG,

Attorney at law, 210 211 Molonej
Bldg., Ottawa, Illinois. Telephones:
Office. 273-W- . Residence, 312-- ;

L. W. DREWER,
Attorney und counsellor at taw and

solicitor in chancery. Will practice
luw in the several courts and In

the federal courts. Special atten-

tion given to all real oVtuie cuaei
of I.h Salio and adjoining counties,

' Including drainage questions.

9. F. LINCOLN,
Attorney at law, office, a Salle St.
west of court house.

DR. W. S. BLUE.
Specialist eye, car. no.se and throaL
Third floor Central Life Building.

'Phones: Oillee 1013 W. Ilea., Main M2.

Hut tlie surprising feature of the dec

Classified Advertising
she attacked Iht fisid with a healthy, j

youthful appetite that awoke his envy.
"I suppose yu see a lot of this sort '

of tiling?" he nt length suggested.
'There's something of the kind near-

ly every night. This party isn't as
bad ns some, for the very reason that
most of the uitu are from out of town,
and it's si bit of a novelty to them. I

But there's a crowd of regular New
Yorkers the younger men about

MNMMHMNMMNtMIH(MtMNIIINHIH(NtNN

contribute toward the common fund,
while the mother devoted her time

solely to managing Lorelei's af-- ;

fairs. Presents were showeued upon
the girl, ami these Mrs. Knight con- -'

verted into cash. . Conspicuous stage
character are always welcome at the
promtnent cafes; hence Lorelei never
had to pay for food or drink when
alone, and when escorted she received
n commission on the money spent. She
was well paid for posing: ndvertlso-- ;

mcnts of toilet articles, face cream.
dent if rices, yielded nomethini In the
commercial exploitation of her huii;h-- ;

tcr Mr?. Knllit developed soinethlnj:

41

orating scheme was not apparent at
first ghince. Through the bewildering
riot of greenery had been woven an al-

most invisible netting, and the space
behind formed a prison for birds and
butterflies. Disturbed by the commo-
tion, the feathered creatures twittered
and fluttered against the netting in a

panic. As far the bntterll.es, no arti-
ficial light could deceive them, and
they clung with closed wings to leaves
and branches, only now and then dis-

playing their full glory In a sleepy pro-

test.
"How beautiful!" gasped Lorelei,

when she had taken in the whole

scene. "Hut the poor little things
are frightened." She looked up to find

her companion staring In Ilammon's
direction with an expression of pecul-

iar, derisive amusement.
Hanunon was the center of an pd- -

mirlng group; congratulations were be-

ing hurled at him from every quarter.
At his side was Lilas Lynn, very dark
very striking, very expensively gowned

and elaborately bejcwelcd. The roo--

was dinning' with the strains of at
Invisible orchestra and the vocal up

roar. Hecon.lng consi-ioiu- i of Lorelei'
gaze, her escort, looked down, shnwltu
his teeth in a grin that was not of
pleasure.

"You like It?" he asked.
"It's beautiful, but the extrava-

gance Is almost criminal."
"Don't tell me how many starving

newsboys or how many po'r families
the cost of this Flipper would support
for a year. I hate poor people. Now
for the ortolans and the humming
bird tongues. No doubt there's a pearl
in every wineciip. Prepare to havei
your palate tickled witn a reutner
when your appetite flags."

"That's what the Romans did, Isn't
it?"

"Are you a student ns well as an
artist. Miss Knight." j

"I thought you were going to, lie;
pleasant, but you're not, are you?"j
Lorelei was smilingly fixedly. "I'm
afraid you don't intend to have a goodj
time, Mr." They had found their,
places at the table, and Lorelei's escort
was seating her. "I didn't catch yourj
uame when we were introduced."

"Nor I," said he, taking his place be-- ;

side her. "It sounded like KIco. Curry
or some other dish, but it's really Mer-- !

tie John T. Merkle."

"Ah! You're a hanker. Aren't you
pretty reckless confessing your rank,
as it were?" j

"I'm a bachelor: also nn invalid and
an Insomniac. You couldn't bring me
any more trouble than I have." :Ai?ainl
he looked toward Hainnion, and this
time he frowned. "From indications
I'M soon have company, however."

"Indeed. Is there talk of a divorce
there?" She inclined her head in tlie
host's direction.

Merkle retorted acidly: "My dear,
child, don't try to act the ingenue,
You're In the same show as Miss Lynn,
and you must know what'.? going on.
This sort of thing can't ctttlnue indefi-

nitely, for Mrs. Ilamnion is very much
alive, to say nothing of her daughters.
Let's be natural, at least. I haven't
slept lately, and I'm not patient enough
to be polite."

"It's a bargain. X'll try to be ns
disagreeable as you 'ire," said Lorelei;
and Mr. Merkle signified his prompt
acquiescence1, He it a huge mono-gramme- d

cigarette, pushed aside his
hors d'oeuvrcs, and reluctantly turned
down his array of wineglasses one by
one.

"Can't eat, can't drink, can't sleep,"
lie grumbled. "Stewed prunes and rice
for my portion. Walter, bring me a
bottle of vichy, and when it's gone
bring me another,"

The diners had arranged themselves
by now; the supper had begun. A

spirit prevailed; the ardor of
the men, lashed on by laughter, co-

quetry nnd smiles, rose quickly; wine
flowed, and a general intimacy began.
Introductions were no ' longer neces
sary, the talk Hew back and forth
along the rim of the rose-strew- semi-

circle.
Lorelei turned from the man on her

left, who had regaled her with uu end-

less story, the pulnt of which had scut

the tel!er in hiccups of daughter, nnd
said to John Merkle:

"I'm glad I'm with you tonight. I
den't like drinking men."

"Can a girl In your position afford
preferences?" he Inquired, tartly. Thus
far the banker had fully lived tip to his
sour reputation.

"All women are extravagant. I
have preference, even if I can't afford

s.

M'DOUGALL & CHAPMAN,

Attorneys at law. National Bank Uhlg,
Ottawa, 111.

W. H. JAMIESON, S. B., M. 0.,
I'hysician and Surgeon: 'phone office,

322iV., residence. Main C43. Of-

fice in Armory block. Professional
calls in city or country will receive
faithful attention. Ottawa, III.

JAMES J. CONWAY,

Attorney and counselor at la, office,
rooms 408 and 407 MoIodo Uldg.,

Ottawa, Illinois.

WILLIAM I. HI BBS,

Attorney nt law, office west of ceurt
houe. 'Phone. Main 161.

, , .-- r.
LADIES, READ THIS:

Magnetic Healer treatments given by
one of your own sex for these tired
out nerves. Headache, Rheumatism
and all nervous troubles. Prices
reasonable. ELLA WESTCOTT, 82S

La Salle street, after 3 o'clock
'phone. C5G-K.- , Ottawa, Illinois.

T. W. BURROWS, M. D.,

Physician and Surgeon, office, at resi-
dence, 810 Columbus street. Office
hours, I to 3 p. m. ;

DOCTOR CARTER.

Osteopathic physician, 402 Molon-

ey Hldg., Ottawa, III. 'Phone: Of-

fice, 385-R.- ; residence, 367-K- .

DR. J. 1 MORiARTY,
Osteopathic Physician. Hours: 9 to

12 a. m.', 2 to it p. in.; 7 to 8 p, m.
'Phones, office, Main 213 R.; resi-
dence, 8S2-X- . Moloney Bldg., Otta-
wa, Illinois.

CHICAGO, OTTAWA & PEORIA

RAILWAY

Nil123
(Effective Oct. I, 1316.)

EAST30UND.

East hound cars leave Ottawa sta-
tion for Marseilles, Seneca, Morris,
Minooka, Rockdale am' Juliet.

In a. m. 3:3i), G:t., 7:30, a:50,
11 :30.

In p. 111.-- 1:30, 2:"i0, 3:50, 4:50,
3:30, 0:30, 3:00, 11:00.

Cars nrrive from the west at 8:45
n. in., 7:13 p, m., !:43 p. m., 11:33
p. in., 1:00 a. in,

WESTBOUND.

Westbound cars leave Ottawa sta-
tion for Chautauqua Park, Starved
Rock, Utica. La Saile, Peru, Spring
Valley, Ladd, Del'ue, Bureau and
Princeton.

In a. m., x3:IO, o.r.:50, x6:50, o8:30,
oil: 30, oil: 30.

In p. m. ol :50, x2:30, o3:50, x4:60,
o3:50, o7:0, 9:50, 311:35.

Cars arrive from tne east at 10:60
a. ni., 2:50 p. m., 12:42 a. m.

SOUTHBOUND.

Southbound cars leave Ottawa sta-
tion for McKinley Park, Grand Ridge
and Streator.

In a. rn.-5- -.50, dfi:G, 7:50, 9:50,
11:50. v

In p. m. 1:50, 3:50, 5:50, 8:00,
11:00.

dDaily except Sunday.
Marseilles, Seneca, Morris and in- -

tcrmediate points only.

xLadd and intermediate points only.

oPrinceton and intermediate poluti
only,

I.a Salle and intermediate points
only.

ALWAYS BUY TICKETS AND

SAVE MONEY.

QUICK DELIVERY OF FREIGHT
AT LOW RATES.

WELLS FARGO EXPRESS.

all bids, as authorized by lnw.

Dated at Ottawa, Illinois, this l.'th
dav of May, 1917.

E. V. BRADFORD,

Mayor and President of the Board of
Local Improvement.

V. W. CURT'
City Cterk.

GEORGE L. FARNSWORTll,
Public Engineer and Secretary of th-Bi-

of Loral Improvements.' 4

i
MKN TO LEARN) HARDER TRADK

Prepare for lighter work, better pay,
more jobs. Few weeks' completes.
Day or evening. Nearly three years
saved. See how. Catalogue mailed
free. MOLLF.R HARHF.R COLLKGK.
lcr. 3 Filth Ave., Chicago,

t

OLD FALSE TEETH WANTED --
Don't matter if broken. 1 pay ono
ten dollars per set. Send by parcel

post and receive check by return mall.
Mazer, 20U7 S. otli St., Philadelphia.

Pa.

Miscellaneous

BEST EQUIPPED FISHING CLUB in
heart of Lake Region Northern Wis-

consin will take few new members,
businesa and professional men. Club
Lodge open year round. Adjacent
''lambe-n- i Reservation. I'a"'. particu-

lars, address Grant, 8 West Wash-,i:4io- ti

at., Chicago.

PUBLIC SALE of real estate of de-

ceased Daniel Lawless on premises
Wednesday, May 10, nf 2 p. m. II. M.

Kelly.

VOCAL INSTRUCTION by Gladys "W.

Elliot of the London Royal academy
and the Vienna Conservatoire. Moder-

ate Terms. Studio custodian Rod-

dick's library. Telephone 645-R- . 2.

SEND YOUR lace, scrim and muslin
curtains to be laundered early.

Washed by hand, dried in the open
air. All goods handled carefully.
Lace curtains, full length and width
.j0 cents per pair; narrow and short,
40 cents per pair. Muslin and scrim
curtains, 23 tents per pair. Fancy
and handwork, a specialty. Work
guaranteed. Call 'J38-Y- . for particul-

ars.

FOR SECRET SERVICE WORK a:id
collecting evidence', call phone 383--

or address Box 73, Ottawa, ill.

PIANO AND PLAYER PIANO Tuning
and repairing. All work guaranteed.

Jehly, Norris street.

Phono 804-If- .

l it. I.'. A. KELLY, OTTAWA, ILL.

112.'. Columbus St. Phone 225-Y- .

Silver fills 7"c to $1. t'orcl. crowns,
55 Gold crowns $.1 to $S. Plates $1 to
$Ki. Ail work guaranteed first class.
Office houra S a. m. to 7:2" p. m.

place said bids will be publicly open- -
j(

od.

It Is' estimated that there will be;
about tho following aniounls of work;
to be dono and materials to be fur-- !

nislied: 4S,;J,71 sq. yds. of excavation,!
2,833 lin. n. sandstone curbing, reset-- !

ting 1.7'10 lin. ft. sandstone curbing,!

constructing 00 catch basins. (1,772 en.

yds. concrete foundation, ",221 cii. yds.!

of sand, 48,i!71 sq. yds. of brick pavn- -

merit, grout filler for 48,371 sip yds.

liriclc pavement und 27 tons of asphalt.
Ss.id Improvement shall be .m-- J

rlructed and made in accordance with!
the ordinance providing for lite same.
nnd the maiis, plats, plans and spool-- ;

flea! Ions for tho same on file in the
office cf the Public Engineer of snliF
Hoard.

Proposals must be made on blanks'
furnished by said Hoard and In com-- !

pbnnre with the Inst met ions thereto!
attached, which can be bad on appli-- j

cation to urn niiine engineer, ana
must bo accompanied by cash or by a
check payable to the order of the
President, of said Hoard of Local Im-

provements in his official capacity, cer- -

titled by a responsible band for an
(mount of not less than ten per cent

of the aggregate of the propo- -

sal.
The contract or. shall be pit ids In

lends, bearing the rate of five per
ecu: ' r' ) per annum,

No .id will be received tnilnsa the
party o.Tirin,"; it, shall furnish evi- -

deuce satisfactory to the Board of l.oc
al Improvements that he has the nee-- j

essary facilities, ability and pecuniary
resources to fulfill the conditions of)
the contract nnd execute the work,!

should the contract be awarded toj
him. j

Bidders will examine the ordinances,!
maps, plats, plans und specifications'
and ah'o Iho locality in which saldj
work is to he done and Judge forj
themselves all of the conditions nndt
clrcuinslanccfi alVectlng the cost audi
nature cf the work.

The Board of Local Improvements
rtisorvcB Hio right to I'ejoet any and

i

(i

town" She paused significantly. "1 In;
accepted one Invitation from them. It
was quite enough."

"I've traveled some," observed
Merkle, "but this city is getting to be
the limit." j

'
k She nodded her amber, head. "There's

only one Paris, after all. nnd that's
New York."

The meal grew noisier: the orches-- ;

tra Interspersed sensuous melodies;
from the popular successes with the
tantalizing ragtime airs that had set
the city to singing. Silent-foote- nt-- ;

tendants deposited tissue-covere- d pack-

ages before the guests. There waa a
flutter of excitement as the women be-

gan to examine their favors.
"What is it?" Merkle Inquired, lean-- ;

ing toward Lorelei.
"The new saddlebag purse. Seel

It's very Fretichy. Gold fittings and
a coin purse and card case inside. See
the monogram? Lllas picked these out;
for Mr. Ilamnion, and they're exqul-- ;

site. We share the same dressing room,'
you know."

Merkle regarded her w ith a sudden
new interest.

"Then I dare say you're close
friends?"

"We're close enough In that room;
but scarcely friends. What did you
get?"

"A gold safety razor evidently a
warning not to play wi ll edged tools,

I wonder if Miss Lynn bought one for
Jarvls?"

"No, why did you say that," Lorelei
asked, quickly, "and why did you ask
In that peculiar tone if she and I were
friends?"

The man leaned closer, saying in a
voice that did uot carry above the
clamor:

(TO PK COXTI.Wi:j.)

Pretty High Hills.
A distinguished astronomer once

took the trouble to measure in several
limiting! the size of the moon and to
t'.cduce from it the height of the moun-

tains Khowii in the same picture. He
found that the average height of the
hills was about forty-thro- e miles, while
one giant peak raised its head more
than a hundred mi'es above sc-- level.
Turner, who was one of the grenlesl
r.!tiste:s of landscape (.(imposition nini
colorin;.'. l'.'''q!H!itly exaggerates the
height of b':'. hills with the Intent 'on of
((unerring upon them a majesty which
othenvis:' the;.- wor.'d not possess.

Damascene Swords,
A writer in a l' rciga jo uniil point'!

out that, a cording to Jena .hrc-"- ;

Ferret, the well known French antic r

living in the eighteenth century, D.i
masceuo blades were probably hard-
ened in o'l'ioa times by a powerful Ida t

of cnl.l nir issuing from n narrow p.is-sug- e

between t wo .walls specially built
for the purpose. .

A Surprise.
"The doctor has just told me, said

tho friendly nelghls.r, "that your h;iH-

bund cannot recover."
"Oh:" shrieked tlie troubled wife.
"Now,, my dear, the question is, t'i'all

wo brenk the news to him or let lc :t'i
come a:) 't nurprlso to him?"-Detr- oit

Free Press.

A Har.dy Cisnal.
Visitor So this is the deaf nu!

dumb ward! II.nv d; you call people
to dinner? I suppose yort don't ring a

bell. Huiieriuten:'.ei:t - No; we ha w a
man who vr.'.!:s tiivoiijiii the
wringing his bauds. Boston Tisiti-serip- t.

Slate of Ohio, City of Toledo, Lucas
County, a3.

Frank .1. Cheney makes oath that he
Is cenlor partner of the firm of F. J.
Cheney & Co., doimY business in the
City of Tob'tto, Couty and State afore-snld- ,

and that nld firm will pay the
sum of ONE HUNDRED DOLLAR?)
for each nnd every case of Cattarh
Hint cannot, ho cured by the use of
Hull's Catarrh Cure.

FRANK J. CHENEY.
' Sworn to before me and subscribed

In my presence, this lith day of De-

cember. A. D. 1880.
! A. V. C.LEASOM,

(Rrol.) Notary Public.
lliiU'r, Catarrh Cure U taken Interna-

l!.'.', nnd acta directly on the blood
nnd mucous surfaces of tho system.
Rend for testimonials free. f. .

V, J. CIIENIcy-f- t CO., Toledo,, 0,
Sold by all prttghils, "3c. '

:

Take Hall's Family Pills fur const1- -

potion. :

AilvertiKt-nifiit- will be lusertfil in Una
column mil i'Xvi illns live 'Hues. ; nu
lime, 15 tlir.1- llmi s, wins; one
v.i'.'k. la chiiIs Hiieli lin" ovT live, l'l

iils l r Willi iiil.liti'iMil.
All In this column must

itiiil in ii'lv:i;;if.

For Rent

FOR HUNT Modern flat over Keclcr
&& Kroclinke's jewelry .store. In-

quire
to

Geo. .1. Gleim.

L.
FOR KF.NT-- A good st mi building,

size 18x48 ft., suitable ior any kind
(jf a buslncii!!; located at TeH La riallu

St. For further particulars, ct.il on or
nudi'oss m. Jamison,J" Vl'i La S?u'.!e

St., Ottawa, ill.

FOR RENT Might room Hat, all mod-

ern conveniences. Inquire Dr. Bur-

rows

FOR KENT A six room house. Mod-Arm- -

ern conveniences, 'Phone M. N.

strong, Moloney Hldg.

For Sale

FOR SALE OR RENT A strictly
modern eight-roo- house on Illinois

avenue. Also threo furnished rooms,
well located. For further particulars
call on or address Wm. Jamison, 720

La Sallo street, Ottawa, III.

Wanted

WANTED Three teamsters Monday
morning. Apply to Fred Scherer.

WANTED Men for general factory
woifc, nil departments. J. E. Por-

ter Co.

WANTED Girl for bookkct p.ng and
office work, Apply in c wn hand-car- e

writing. XVZ, Freo Tn.cier- -

Journal.

WANTED A position as Housekeeper.
Town position prepared. Call at

013 West Jefferson street.

WANTED 2 or .1 furnished rooms for
light house keeping by Juno first.

Aldrosii If. M. this office.

LOST-- Plain );,ld rin,, initia Is "M.

Me.V" ( ii in.'-lil- of riir;. Finib--

leave al. this office or W. D

!), in. diu, store.

NOTICE.

i nline notice is Here by i n to tin
:k of the E. J. Beyuold;

Sand (';'iiirny, an Illinois corpo ra
ic'ii, that there will be a special meet--

in:- -' of iho stockholders of said com- -

pi ny to ole upon the) following (pies-- !

lion, viz.,
"Shall Hie board of directors of!

tit;.; company he increased from threo
to five members?"

Said special meeting will be Inld
;,t tlie principal place of business of

said company at Utica, Illinois, on

June 4th, A. D., 1017, at the hour of
8:.'10 A. M. on said day and just prior
to the regular annual stocKholdera
lneoiing of .uaid company.

You are. requested to be present at

said special meeting.
JULIA C. LOVE,
HOWARD C. ( ARY,

CHARLES J. MESKN,
Uirectois.

Carl -- 1 decided le t to get an automo-

bile after all. Catherine-O- li. did you?
Carl-Ye- s; some one else held the
lucky coupon, -- chaparral.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS.
Street Sweeping.

Sca.ed bids will be received by the
undersigned until Friday, May 23,

1017, '. o'clock a. in., for the sweeping
of paved streets us per specifications
on' tile in city Mtlcc

W. W. CURTIS,
City Clerk.

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS.

Sealed bids will be received for the
ei list met ton of the improvement of tho)
Down Town Pavement, etc., of the
City of Ottawa, by tho Hoard of Local;
Improvements and the Council of the
City of Ottawa until the 231 h day of
May, A. D. 1317, tit. the hour of 10

o'clot k A. M, at the city ollb en in the!
Central Life Building. In said City or

Ottawa, Illinois; at which lime and

Here we have the tale of a
young woman who Is thrust by
her greedy and lazy family Into
a world of human vultures to
win a fortune with her personal
charms. Cut she surprises them

'
:

all with her fine traits of char-
acter. Her struggles and con-

stant danger are frightening,
but she brings help and happi-

ness to men and women who I

need It much. This is a story
with strong pulse.

v-- SYNOPSIS.
.? ...

CltAPTER Knlcht. dofeated
for political otllre in liis lown, lUrMou to
venture Nw Vnrk In onkr that tlie fum-H- y

fortune nuglit rnelit by the uxpected
rise of bis channiiiK daughter, Lorelei.

CHAPTER II-- A well-know- n critic In-

terviews I.on lt'l KnlKlit, now stage beau-
ty with Hcirhian'B Itevue, for u special
urtlelo! Her mother outlines
Loiilei's ornbittoos, bat Kloysou, tlie prvsa
HKnl. latur aUds Ills lnfurrnuUun,

J- -

! i, CHAPTER III.

la bis summary of Lorelei's present
life! Slosson had not been far wrong, i

Many changes had come to the Knights
duiinji the past two years changes of
hallt, of thought and of outlook; the
entire family had found It necessary to

4 uM, '

rK r 'rs t i xhtml '

"You'll Pardon Us for Whiapering,
Won't You?"

altef their system of living. Rut it
ya; in the girl that the changes

showed most. When Mrs. Knight had j

forecast an Immediate success for her
dnuliter she had spoken with the wis-- J

don"of a Cassandra. Moreover, she
toolf naturally to the work, finding It
mnna llt.'n nlnr- - ntwl. Iwltit? nliitn f rin !

froni girlish timidity, she felt no stage
fright, even upon her first appearance.
Henjrecojrnltlon had followed quickly
it was Impossible to hide such perfec-
tion . of loveliness as hers and the
publicity-- ' pleased her. In due course
rivn!- - managers began to make offers,
which Mrs. Knight, rising nobly to the
first test :f Iter btvslness ability, used
its livers to false her daughter's salary
nnd'to pry ont of Pergnian n tlve-yea- r

contact. The role of the Fairy s

n result.
Lorelei iiad nrrived at the point

whet further udvaiii'cment depcmbMl
upon study itpd liard work: hut, since
these formed no part of the family
program, she remained Idle. Profl-clesc- y

In stagecraft of any sort comes
only at tlitf expensp of peonage, and
V .?1t whs belntf groomed solely for

t",rv support of the family
Vj. jjoHidors, BjC hail been

centratlo,ny Bllftg ,,, ortl,,P. t0
guard was y t0) uVHble propnr-ca- n

border., t,,, )tW.,h,n. ,.,i
' a S iinntila ti

like genius. Hut of all the
grafts" open to handsome jrlrls In her

business the ifiiickest and best returns
came from prodigal entertainers like
Jarvls llamtnon.

As Lorelei and her companion left
their taxlcabs and entered Proctor's
jnrcl, shortly before midnight, they
were met! by n head waiter and shown
Into an ornate lvory-and-Kol- d elevator,
which lifted them noiselessly to an up
per floor. They made their exit into a
deop-cavpete- d hull, tit the end of which
(wo pplemlid creatures In the panoply
of German field niarshaU stood guard
over one of the smaller bnmiuct rooms.

H.immon himself greeted the girls
when they had stiivendered their
wraps, and, after his Introduction to
Lorelei, engaged Lllas in earnest con- -

versa t ion.
Lorelei watched him curiously. She

paw a powerfully built gray-haire-

man, whose vigor ago had not Im-

paired. In face he was perhaps fifty
years old, in body he was much less,
lie had n bold, Incisive manner that
was compelling and stamped him as a
big man In more ways than one. Play-
fully he pinched Lilas' check, then
turned with a smile to say:

"You'll pardon us for whispering,
won't you, Miss Knight? You see, Ll-

las got up this little party, and I've
been waiting to consult her about some
of the details. Awfully good of you to
come, f hope you'll find my friends
agreeable and enjoy yourself."

Perhaps twenty men In evening
dres. und as many elaborately gowned
young women were gossiping and
smoking as the last coiners appeared.
Someone raised a vigorous complaint
at the host's tardiness, but llammon
laughed a rejoinder, then gave a sig-

nal, whereupon folding doors at the
end of the room were thrown back, and
those nearest the banquet hull moved
toward it."

K.'tunion was introducing two of hlw

friends one a laujjuld, middle-ae-

ran. IV i (her a Inrge-fer.tnrK- person
with a rumbling voice. The fanner

'dropped his ilgurctlo and bowd cour-

teously. His appearance as he faced
Lorelei was prepossessing, and- she
breathed a thanksgiving as she took
his arm.

Ilammnn clapped the other gentle-
man upon the shoulder, crying: "Han-
nibal, 1 saw your supper partner flirt-

ing wilh 'Handsome Han' Avery. Hot-

ter find her quick."
Lorelei recognized the deep-voice- d

man as Hannibal ('. Wharton, one of
the dominant figures In the Steel syn-

dicate; she knew him Instantly from
his newspaper pictures. The man be-

side her, however, was a stranger, and
Khe raised her eyes to his with' some
curiosity. lie was studying her with
manifest, admiration, despite the fact
Unit his loan features were east in a

sardonic mold.
"It is a pleasure to meet a celebrity

like yon, Miss Knight." lie murmured.
As they entered the banquet hall she

gnve n little cry of pleasure, for It was
evident, that llammon, noted as he tyas j

for lavish expenditure, had outdone
himself this time. The whole room bud
been transformed Into a bower of
roses,' great, climbing bushes, heavy
with blooms. The table, a horseshoe
of silver anil white, of glittering plate
and sparkling cut glass, fnceipa rustle
stage which occupied one end of the
room: occupying the Inner arc of the'
half-circl- e was n wide but shallow
stone fountain, upon the surface cf
which floated lurge-lenve- Egyptian
pond lilies. Fat-bellie- goldfish with j

filmy fins, nnd tails like iridescent wed
ding trains, propelled themselves Indo-

lently about. . .'

them. If you were a tippler instead of
a plain grouch I onuhl tell you precise-
ly how you'd net and what you'd talk
about. I'd die If I had to teach you
the tango,"
.Mr. Merkle grunted, "So would I."
Fhe smiled sweetly. "You see, we're

both unpleasant people,"
Merkle meditated in silence while

t""7"
Z5L


